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HELEN MACK

Helen Mack (in India from 1828–30) was apparently the sister of John Mack. Although her period of service in India is noted on the Chapel roll as 1828–30, if she was John’s sister, she was still alive and still in India at John's death in 1845 (see below) It is sometimes said that Helen was the first woman from Scotland to have served on the mission field, or at least the first Scottish woman to have served at Serampore.
 No further information is available.
 An obituary in the Baptist Reporter for March 1845
 recorded that:

Our dear pastor, Mr Mack, a native of Edinburgh...was attacked at ten o'clock in the morning, and entered into his rest at quarter past ten in the evening, having suffered for only twelve hours.  It was one of the worst cases of spasmodic cholera.  He has left a widow but no children...Helen drank tea with him on the 24th, when their whole conversation was of home.

Donald Meek published three articles in the Chapel Record in the first five months of 1992, entitled ‘Charlotte Chapel and the Indian Connection’. Excerpts from the second article, ‘The first Chapel missionaries’ are reproduced here for ease of reference.
 Some of the material has already been given, above, but there are some new items.

The missionary roll of Charlotte Chapel begins with the following missionaries, all of whom served in India: John Mack (1821-45), Thomas Swan (1825-​27), Helen Mack (1828-30) and John Leechman (1832-37). Their presence on the roll means that they were supported financially by the Chapel for the periods of service shown in brackets. 

Helen Mack

Message received: ‘Helen Mack was apparently the sister of John Mack. Although her period of service in India is noted on the Chapel roll as 1828-30, she was in India shortly before John's death in 1845 (see paragraph above). William Whyte’s Chapel history, Revival in Rose Street, is thus inaccurate in its claim that Miss Mack died in India after two years' service (and, as we shall see, a similar mistake is made with Thomas Swan). It would seem, that Helen Mack may have been the first woman from Scotland to have served on the mission field. She was certainly the first Scottish woman to serve at Serampore, just as her brother was the first Scotsman to join the famous Trio. I have no information as to how Miss Mack came to faith or by what means she offered herself for missionary service. Was it through her brother’s witness and example?’

� But she was not the first woman - John Marshman wrote to Christopher Anderson on 19 April 1847, to report the death of his mother at the age of eighty ‘of which forty-six years have been passed in this country’, so she arrived in Serampore in 1801. Christopher Anderson had earlier written to John Marshman on 31 July 1845, on learning of the death of John Mack, sending love to among others ‘your mother, Mrs. Mack, &.’, - all Life and Letters, p. 331 - so the latter could have arrived with her husband any time after summer 1831.


� Information from Donald Meek, A Mind for Mission - Essays in appreciation of the Rev. Christopher Anderson, The Scottish Baptist History Project, Edinburgh, 1992, p. 40, and from an article by Meek in the Charlotte Chapel Record, March 1992, pp. 10-11.


� Either the date at the beginning of the previous quotation is not correct, or this is a misprint in Meek’s book at page 39, because Mack was not dead in March 1835. 


� Or was this another Helen? - Ian Balfour to Donald Meek (30/4/99) - On page 40 of ‘A Mind for Mission’, it is stated that Helen Mack seemed to have survived at least fifteen years beyond the date of death given in the Chapel Roll. However, ‘Life and Letters’ at page 296 quotes a letter from Christopher Anderson to John Mack, dated 7th May, 1831, which commiserates with John Mack on the recent loss of ‘a sister, an only one, and such a sister, and so suddenly...’ If Helen Mack was the sister of John, and if this was an ‘only sister’, it would seem that the Chapel Roll is more or less correct, although one year out. Other possibilities are, I presume, that Helen Mack was not the sister of John, or that the ‘Helen’ who was drinking tea with him shortly before he died, was not the sister of John but some other ‘Helen’?


Donald Meek to Ian Balfour (8/5/99)


I remember being quite perplexed by the evidence when I was writing the booklet, and wondering who was who!  My perplexity lies behind the word 'apparently' in the booklet.  I opted for the evidence of the Baptist Reporter, because of the mention of 'Helen'; but I may have done so unwisely, for the reasons that you mention.  However, we cannot resolve the issue until the identity of ‘Helen’ (in the Baptist Reporter) is firmly resolved. I wonder if Serampore records might help us? Your alternative suggestions about Helen's identity are very valid.  It is, of course, equally possible that the Chapel board worked on the assumption that Helen Mack was indeed John’s sister, and estimated its chronology on the basis of the Life and Letters.  Helen might have been a cousin or more distant relative. Would it have been unusual, I wonder, to have had a brother and sister on the mission field at that stage?  A sister as housekeeper rather than missionary, perhaps?


� Record, March 1992, pp. 10-11.








